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refuge in their ports and supplied themselves with
provisions and munitions there. They rendered great
services to them, as their successive invasions exhaust-
ed the forces of their Christian enemies, and helped,
on many occasions, by carrying Christian captives to
ransom Muslim captives by way of exchange. At
certain times they acted direct in the interests of these
governments ; they fought side by side with regular
forces and facilitated their task in attack and defence.
Nothing in the history of these Muslim naval
expeditions is more strange and fascinating than the
invasion of Rome. The Muslims invaded the city of
the Caesars twice. We have only short accounts of
this enterprise which is recorded only by European
historians. The reticence of the Arab chronicle may
be explained by the fact that these invasions were not
undertaken in favour of an organized Muslim govern-
ment, but undertaken by strong Muslim bands. It
seems, however, from the repetition of these expedi-
tions to the Italian shores and to Rome, and from their
strength and regularity, as well as from the treaty con-
cluded by their leaders with the Pope, and from their
sailing from and returning to the ports of Sicily, that
they acted, at least, on the inspiration of the govern-
ment of Sicily, or rather that of Africa, to which
Sicily was a vassal
The Queen of the World (Rome), even in
those days in which it had lost its old impregnability,
enjoyed a remnant of its old prestige. It was often
invaded by the Goths, Vandals and Lombards who
ravaged its imposing districts, but they always respect-
ed its sacred quarters and temples, situated outside
the Vatican, on the way to the port of Ostia at
the mouth of the Tiber, but the Christian temples and
legends did not inspire the Muslim seamen with such
awe. In 846 A.D. (231 A.H.) a great expedition
sailed from Sicily to the North alongside the Italian
shores. After ravaging its ports, besieging Gaeta and